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“The abstract is a summary of 
the paper. [It] will help you 
decide if the article was what you 
were looking for…without 
spending a long time reading the 
whole paper.” Read this first. 

Publication Information—
many of the details here will 

be used in your citation 

Title 

Author Information and credentials 

Authors 

Author Information and credentials 

“Reading the introduction is a 
test of whether or not you are 
ready to read the rest of the 
paper; if the introduction doesn't 
make sense to you, then the rest 
of the paper won't either.” 

“The results section…contains all 
the data from the experiments.”  
This section might include 
charts, tables, graphs, and 
written descriptions. 

“The materials and methods 
section gives the technical 
details of how the experiments 
were carried out.” 
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“The discussion section is the 
authors' opportunity to give 
you their opinions…[and] 
draw conclusions about the 
results.” 

References: The numbers  

connect to the citations 

included at the end of the 

article. 

The reference section lists 
the sources the authors used 
in their research. “Use these 
citations as 
recommendations for other 
articles you can refer to for 
additional background 
reading.” 


