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Scholarly / Academic 
Resources
* Written by an expert
* Checked by experts
* Higher level analysis
* Vocabulary used by experts 
* Written with the expectation 

of prior knowledge

What is scholarly research?
Quality Resources
* Usually written by authors, 

journalists, etc.
* Checked by editors 
* May have a mass readership
* Popular / everyday vocabulary
* Usually no prior knowledge 

necessary



How do I read a 
scholarly article?



Is this book useful?
Title Page
Who are the 
authors?



Is this book useful?

Table of Contents
How is the book is 
organized?



Is this book useful?
Introduction
What can we learn 
about the book’s 
purpose? Its 
organization?



Is this book useful?
“Back of the Book”
What information is there? 
An index? A glossary of 
terms? A bibliography?



www.gcmhslibrary.com

How do I find a historical question?

http://www.gcmhslibrary.com/research-guides/social-studies/us-va-history/


Gale Databases 
Search for “History 
in Dispute” to find 
question ideas

To focus your 
search results
To narrow your 
search results

http://go.galegroup.com/ps/start.do?p=GVRL&u=fall83743&authCount=1


www.gcmhslibrary.com

Where can I find quality sources?

http://www.gcmhslibrary.com/research-guides/social-studies/us-va-history/


Gale Databases 

If you need help 
focusing on a topic
If you need help 
focusing on a topic To focus your 

search results
To narrow your 
search results

http://ic.galegroup.com/ic/whic/?p=WHIC%3AUHIC&u=fall83743
http://ic.galegroup.com/ic/uhic/?p=UHIC%3AWHIC&u=fall83743


Gale Databases 

Use these tools to 
narrow down your 
results.



Gale Databases 

Use these tools to email the article to yourself 
or download it to your Google Drive.



How do I find a book?

http://libcat.fcps.edu/uhtbin/cgisirsi/x/0/0/57/49?user_id=070WEB


Where can I find scholarly sources?

http://www.gcmhslibrary.com/research-guides/social-studies/us-va-history/


Gale Databases 

Check these boxes to make sure you get: 
1) the whole article 
2) only scholarly (peer reviewed) 
research 



JSTOR
For help using JSTOR 
and access to your 
account (create with 
email address and 
password): links to 
articles, save 
citations and more. 

Access ebooks, journal 
articles and primary 
sources.

http://www.jstor.org/


Questia

Must log in first. 
See instructions on 
Blackboard 
Database password 
listing.

https://www.questiaschool.com/


New: EBSCO eBook Academic

Browse by category
Use Basic or 
Advanced search

http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=ip,uid&profile=ehost&defaultdb=e000xna
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