
EE Workshop

Extended Essay Workshop * February 7, 2017
Miss Ronan and Ms. Toledo * Marshall HS



Topic vs. Question



What makes a good research question?



Specific enough to get started



Flexible enough to change with you as you learn



Deep enough to learn something



Research questions have smaller questions!



How do I find a topic?
S



BROWSE your school library - Databases

S



BROWSE your school library - Databases

S



BROWSE your school library - Books

S

http://libcat.fcps.edu/uhtbin/cgisirsi/x/0/0/57/49?user_id=070WEB


BROWSE the public library

www.fairfaxcounty.gov/libraryS

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/


BROWSE an online library

Library of Congress
www.loc.gov

S

http://www.loc.gov/
http://www.loc.gov/


BROWSE an online library

Digital Public Library of America
dp.la

S

http://dp.la/
http://dp.la/


What kind of resources should I use?

S



Three Kinds of Information

Junk
vs. 

Quality 
vs. 

Scholarly
S



Quality Resources
✱ Written by a journalist 

or reporter 
✱ Checked by editors 
✱ Mass readership
✱ Popular / everyday 

vocabulary
✱ Usually no prior 

knowledge necessary
✱ Use to build your 

background knowledge

Scholarly Resources
✱ Also called academic 

resources
✱ Written by an expert
✱ Peer reviewed - checked by 

experts
✱ Higher level analysis
✱ Vocabulary used by experts 
✱ Written with the 

expectation of prior 
knowledge

Differences Between Quality vs. Scholarly

S



Should I use Quality or Scholarly?

Quality
✱ developing your question
✱ building your background knowledge

Scholarly
✱ answering your question
✱ supporting your thesis / assertion

S



Where can I find scholarly resources?

S



SEARCH your school library - Databases

S

http://www.gcmhslibrary.com/research-guides/extended-essay-resources/


SEARCH your school library - Books

S

http://libcat.fcps.edu/uhtbin/cgisirsi/x/0/0/57/49?user_id=070WEB


SEARCH the public library 

www.fairfaxcounty.gov/libraryS

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/


✱ Explore 1 database 
✱ Complete the appropriate section of your handout.
✱ Work with classmates to complete additional sections.

★ JSTOR ★ EBSCO eBooks ★ Questia  ★ Gale Expanded Academic

RESOURCE EXPLORATION



REsearch  Process - SORT

✱ Work with a partner to 
sort the cards based on 
when you think you 
should complete each 
task.  



February March April May June Summer September
Pick a topic. Find some sources about 

your topic.
Finalize your research 
question.

REsearch some more. June 5th - 9th, 2017: First 
official EE Reflection is 
due after mentor meeting

REsearch again for even 
more resources.

September 11th, 2017: 
Rough draft due

Think about a 
research question.

Keep a record of your 
sources.

April 24th, 2017: Question 
Matrix due

Still keep a record of your 
sources.

June 12th – 16th, 2017: 
Extended Outline due

Keep on keeping a record 
of your sources.

March 10th, 2017: 
Subject, Topic and 
Extended Essay 
Supervisor chosen

Read some more. June 22nd, 2017: Revised 
Extended Outline due

Read even more 
resources.

Read the sources. Make some more 
annotations.

Annotate even more 
resources.

Highlight / sticky note / 
copy / make notes on the 
important parts.

May 22nd, 2017: 
Annotated Bibliography 
due

Organize your ideas.

Get rid of sources that 
aren't relevant.

Start writing.



EXIT TICKET

Take a picture of your sorted list and show it to one of the 
librarians.

BONUS: post the pic on Twitter or 
Instagram with the tag 
#GCMlibrary for a shiny pencil. 


